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Examiner's Amendment 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions be 
unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given by Applicant Christopher S. Duncan, 
Reg. No. 64,287, on August 19, 2009. 

The application is amended as follows: 

Claims 

1. (Currently Amended) In a computer network having three or more computing devices in 
communication, a method for managing data available for access on the network, the method comprising: 

obtaining, at a host computing device included as part of the computer network and associated 
with a user, a first user request to identify data corresponding to a set of criteria, the set of criteria 
including a unique security ID associated with the user; 

verifying authorization of the user to access the data corresponding to the set of criteria based on 
the unique security ID; 

obtaining an identification of data stored on the host computing device associated with the first 
user request and matching the set of criteria; 

automatically obtaining an identification of data stored on at least one computing device included 
in the computer network and matching the set of criteria; 

merging the identification of data stored on the host computing device associated with the user 
request and the identification of data stored on the at least one computing device included in the computer 
network; 
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generating a first user result from the merging of the identification of data stored on the host 
computing device associated with the first user request and the identification of data stored on the at least 
one computing device included in the computer network; 

maintaining a record of the first user result; 

obtaining, at the host computing device, a second user request to identify data corresponding to 
the set of criteria; 

obtaining [[an]] a second user result identifying data associated with the second user request and 
matching the set of criteria, stored cither on the host computing device; 

querying or on any other computing device in the computer network available to identify data 
associated with the second user request in response to [[a]] the second user request; 

whil e still in communication with the computer network, determining that one computing device 
in the computer network that was previously searched as a result of the first user request is unavailable to 
identify data corresponding to the second user request; 

generating a recalled result portion by recalling the a portion of the first user result containing 
data located on the one computing device that is unavailable during the second user request; 

generating a substituted result by substituting the recalled result portion for results from the 
second user request of the one unavailable computing device; and 

generating a merged result by merging results including a result from the any other computing 
device available to identify data in response to the second user request, the second user result, and the 
substituted result. 
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12. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in Claim 1, wherein generating a merged result 
by merging results including a result from the any other computing device available to identify data in 
response to the second user request, t he second user result, and the substituted result includes generating 
visual cues corresponding to data not currently available to the user. 

15. (Currently Amended) In a computer network having three or more computing devices in 
communication, a method for managing data available for access on the network, the method comprising: 

obtaining a first user request to identify data stored on the three or more computing devices, 
wherein one of the three or more computing devices is a local computing device, the data corresponding 
to a set of criteria, the set of criteria including a unique user security ID; 

automatically querying the three or more computing devices within the computer network to 
identify data stored on the local computing device storage locations associated with the unique user 
security ID on the three or more computing devices ; 

verifying authorization of the user, based on the unique user security ID, to access the data 
corresponding to the set of criteria; 

merging results of the querying; 

generating a first user result from merging results of the querying; 
displaying the first user result results ; 
maintaining a record of the first user result; 

obtaining a second user request to identify data stored on the three or more computing devices; 
transmitting the second user request to one or more available computing devices on the computer 
network; 

obtaining a second user result identifying data stored on the one or more available computing 
devices in the computer network associated with the unique user security ID identifier and matching the 
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unique user ID in response to the second user request sent to the one or more available computing devices 



more computing devices previously searched as a result of the first user request is unavailable to identify 
data corresponding to the second user request; 

generating a recalled result portion by recalling the a portion of the first user result containing 
data located on the one computing device that is unavailable during the second user request; 

generating a substituted result by substituting the recalled result portion for results from the 
second user request of the one unavailable computing device; and 

generating a merged result by merging the second user result and the substituted result. 

27. (Currently Amended) In a computer network having a computing device directly associated 
with a user and at least two remote computing devices device in communication, a method for managing 
data available for access on the network, the method comprising: 

obtaining, by the computing device directly associated with the user, a first request to identify 
data corresponding to a set of criteria, the set of criteria including a unique security ID associated with the 
user; 

verifying authorization, based on the unique security ID of the user, to access the data 
corresponding to the set of criteria; 

obtaining, by the computing device directly associated with the user, an identification of locally 
stored data matching the set of criteria; 

transmitting, by the computing device directly associated with the user, the first request to the at 
least two remote computing devices device for an identification of data matching the set of criteria; 




termining that one of the three or 
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obtaining, by the at least two remote computing devices device , an identification of locally stored 
data matching the set of criteria; 

transmitting, by the at least two remote computing devices device , the identification of locally 
stored data matching the set of criteria; 

generating a first user result by merging, by the computing device directly associated with the 
user, data matching the set of criteria stored on the device directly associated with the user and the at least 
two remote computing devices device ; 

maintaining a record of the first user result; 

obtaining, by the computing device directly associated with the user, a second user request to 
identify data corresponding to the set of criteria; 

transmitting, by the computing device directly associated with the user, the second user request to 
any available remote computing devices on the computer network to identify data corresponding to the set 
of criteria: 

obtaining, by the computing device directly associated with the user, a second user result 
comprising an identification of data stored locally matching the set of criteria and data stored on the any 
available remote computing device that is still available to identify data in response to a request; 



directly associated with the user, that one remote computing device that was previously searched as a 
result of the first user request is unavailable to identify data corresponding to the second user request; 

generating a recalled result portion by recalling, by the computing device directly associated with 
the user, the portion of the first user result containing data located on the one remote computing device 
that is unavailable during the second user request; 

generating a merged result by merging, by the computing device directly associated with the user, 
the second user result and the substituted result. 




letermining, by the computing device 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Joshua Joo who telephone number is 571 272-3966. If attempts to reach the examiner by 
telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Nathan J. Flynn can be reached on 571 272-1915. 



/J. J./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2454 
/Nathan J. Flynn/ 



Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2454 



